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Week 3: 
The question is: “Are we like Judas, who was so overcome by his sin that he could not believe in God’s 
mercy any longer and hanged himself, or we like Peter who returned to his Lord with repentance and cried 
bitterly for his sins?” The season of Lent, during which winter and spring struggle with each other for 
dominance, helps us in a special way to cry out for God’s mercy.  
–Henri Nouwen, Show Me The Way 
Scripture: Matthew 26:14-25; 47-50; 27:1-10, Psalm 31 
 
Prayer: “Heavenly Father, in you I live and have my being: I humbly pray you so to guide and govern me 
by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupation if my life I may not forget you, but may remember 
that I am ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ my Lord. –Amen”i 

Reflection: Spend a few minutes to reflect on the scripture. 

Insight: “What are you willing to give me if I hand Him over to you? –Judas 

Judas was one of the twelve disciples. He was privileged to be included in the inner circle of Jesus’ closest 
followers. He was designated for leadership in the church to come. Instead his privilege gave him 
opportunity for inconceivable treachery. Judas leaves Bethany and travels two miles to Jerusalem. 
Matthew is the only gospel that specifies the amount it took to betray Jesus.  

30 pieces of silver- most likely equivalent of four months wages or five thousand dollars 

Matthew records Judas’ remorse and his attempt to reject the blood money. The word “remorse” 
(metamelomai) is different from the word normally used for “repentance” (metanoe). Repentance results 
in a change of heart where as remorse is feeling of regret. Rather than seeking forgiveness of his sin from 
God, Judas turns to the chief priests who are equally guilty.  

Luke 22:3 and John 13:2- tells us that Satan was directing Judas. Ralph Martin writes,  

“Judas was never really Christ’s man. He fell from apostleship, but never (so far as we can tell) 
had a genuine relationship to the Lord Jesus. So he remained “the son of perdition” who was lost 
because he was never “saved”. His highest title for Christ was “rabbi” never “Lord”. He lives on 
the stage of scripture as an awful warning to the uncommitted follower of Jesus who is in his 
company, but does not share his spirit (Romans 8:9b), he leaves the Gospel story “a doomed and 
damned man” because he chose it so, and God confirmed him in that dreadful choice.” 

Notes: Take some notes to remind yourself of any insight you might have gained. 

Go: This week take some time and recognize your attachment to labels and titles. How do you use titles to 
judge people? How attached are you to your own professional title? How do professional titles get in the 
way of really knowing others? What is the highest title you give Christ? And how does the title you give 
Christ affect your daily life? 
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