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Week 2: 
God’s mercy is greater than our sins. There is an awareness of sin that does not lead to God but to self-
preoccupation. Our temptation is to be so impressed by our sins and failings and so overwhelmed by our 
lack of generosity that we get stuck in a paralyzing guilt. It’s guilt that says: “I am too sinful to deserve 
God’s mercy.” It is the guilt that leads to introspection instead of directing our eyes to God. It is the guilt 
that has become an idol and therefore a form of pride. Lent is the time to break down this idol and to 
direct our attention to our loving Lord. –Henri Nouwen, Show Me The Way 
 
Scripture: Mark 14:27-31; 66-72; 16:7 and Psalm 32 
 
Prayer: “O God, the strength of all who put their trust in you: Mercifully accept my prayers; 
and because in my weakness I can do nothing good without you, give me the help of your 
grace, that in keeping your commandments I may please you in both will and deed; through 
Jesus Christ my Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, on God, for ever and 
ever. - Amen”i 

Reflection: Spend a few minutes to reflect on the scripture. 

Insight: Jesus is beginning to predict that all the disciples will take flight into the wind, but he 
will bring them back together. In verse 27 Mark uses the verb scandalzo, which the NIV 
translates into “you will fall away”. This verb is also found in the parable of the sower (4:17). 
In other words Jesus is describing the disciples as being the rocky soil and Peter although he 
shows the most zeal will face rocky times when faced with persecution.  

Peter insists he will not be the one who will fall away. In other words, “these guys over here, 
yeah they might, but not me, I’m Peter, and I will have your back no matter what Jesus. Even 
if I have to die.” Peter says he is willing to die before he would ever deny Christ. And after this 
all the disciples agreed in everyway without fully realizing death was most certainly going to 
be involved.  

In verses 66-72, Peter is face-to-face with the opportunity to have Jesus’ back, but he denies 
knowing Christ. In verse 53-65, Jesus confesses before the high priest and Peter denies 
knowing Jesus before a servant of the high priest. Jesus’ predictions were happening right 
before Peter’s eyes. Imagine the shame and guilt Peter must have been experiencing. The text 
tells us “he broke down and wept”. 

Mark is the gospel of the second chance. The angel’s command in 16:7 holds the promise of 
Peter’s restoration. If Peter could be restored after denying Jesus than there is hope for us.ii  

Notes: Take some notes to remind yourself of any insight you might have gained. 

Go: This week imagine the kind of person you would like to become at the end of this spring 
journey, look at your life and evaluate whether or not the way you are living is preparing you 
to become this person. Based on your assessment confess where you need to change and ask 
God and someone in faith that you trust for help. 
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